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House votes fo 
expand legal 

safeguards for 
LGBTQ people 


By KEVIN FREKING 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Democrat- 
ic-led House passed a bill Thursday 
that would enshrine LGBTQ protec- 
tions in the nation’s labor and civil 
rights laws, a top priority of President 
Joe Biden, though the legislation 
faces an uphill battle in the Senate. 
The bill passed by a vote of 224-206 
with three Republicans joining Dem- 
ocrats in voting yes. 

The Equality Act amends existing Civil 
rights law to explicitly include sexual 
orientation and gender identifica- 
tion as protected characteristics. 
The protections would extend to 
employment, housing, loan applica- 
tions, education, public accommo- 
dations and other areas. 
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., soeaks about the Congress Equality Act, Thursday, Feb. 25, 2021, on Capitol Hill 
in Washington. 
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House votes to expand legal safeguards for LGBTQ people 


Continued from Front 


CSupporters say the law 
before the House on Thurs- 
day is long overdue and 
would ensure that every 
person is treated equally 
under the law. 

“The LGBI community has 
waited long enough,” said 
Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.I., 
who is gay and the bill's 
lead sponsor. “The time has 
come to extend the bless- 
ings of liberty and equality 
to all of Americans regard- 
less of who they are and 
who they love.” 
Republicans broadly op- 
posed the legislation. They 
echoed concerns from re- 
ligious groups and social 
conservatives who worry 
the bill would force people 
to take actions that contra- 
dict their religious beliefs. 
They warned that. faith- 
based adoption agencies 
seeking to place children 
with a married mother and 
father could be forced 
to close, or that private 
schools would have to hire 
staff whose conduct vio- 
lates tenets of the school’s 
faith. 

“This is unprecedented. It’s 
dangerous. It’s an attack 
on our first freedom, the first 
freedom listed in the Bill of 
Rights, religious liberty,” said 
Rep. Mike Johnson, R-La. 
The House passed the 
Equality Act in the last 
Congress with unanimous 
Democratic support and 
the backing of eight Re- 
poublicans, but Donald 








Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.I., 


right, watches as Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., speaks about the 


Congress Equality Act, Thursday, Feb. 25, 2021, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


Trump's White House op- 
posed the measure and it 
was not considered in the 
Senate, where 60 votes will 
be needed to overcome 
orocedural hurdles. Demo- 
crats are trying to revive it 
now that they have control 
of Congress and the White 
House, but passage still ap- 
pears unlikely in the evenly 
divided Senate. 

The Supreme Court pro- 
vided the LGBTQ commvu- 
nity with a resounding vic- 
tory last year in a 6-3 ruling 
that said the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 applied to LGBTQ 
workers when if comes fo 
barring discrimination on 
the basis of sex. Civil rights 
groups have encouraged 
Congress to follow up that 


In this Nov. 28, 2020 file photo, a shopper wears a face mask 
and he walks past a store displaying a hiring sign in Wheeling, 
lll. 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Un- 
employed Americans who 


Associated Press 
have turned down job of- 
fers because they feared 
their prospective employ- 
ers weren't providing suf- 


decision and ensure that 
anti-bias protections ad- 
dressing such areas as 
housing, Public accommo- 
dations and public services 
are applied in all 50 states. 
Biden made clear his sup- 
port for the Equality Act in 
the lead-up to last year’s 
election, saying it would be 
one of his first priorities. 
Democratic Rep. Mary 
Gay Scanlon, D-Penn., said 
the Equality Act is needed 
to end “the patchwork of 
state laws” around gay 
rights and create “uniform 
nationwide protection.” 
“It's been personal since 
my baby sister came out to 
me almost 40 years ago,” 
Scanlon said. “For many 
people all across this coun- 
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try and across this House, 
that is when the fight hits 
home.” The debate among 
lawmakers on Capitol Hill 
also become _ personal. 
Rep. Marie Newman, D-III, 
whose daughter is_ trans- 
gender, tweeted a video 
of herself placing a trans- 
gender flag outside her 
office. Her office is across 
the hall from Rep. Marjorie 
Taylor Greene, R-Ga., who 
was recently blocked from 
serving on two committees 
because of past comments 
and tweets. “Our neighbor, 
@RepMIG, tried to block 
the Equality Act because 
she believes prohibiting dis- 
crimination against trans 
Americans is “disgusting, 
immoral, and evil.” Thought 
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we'd put up our Transgen- 
der flag so she can look at 
it every time she opens her 
door.,’ Newman tweeted. 
Greene resoonded with a 
video of her own in which 
she puts up a sign that 
reaas: “There are Two gen- 
ders: MALE and FEMALE. 
“Trust The Science!” 

“Our neighbor, @RepMari- 
eNewman, wants to pass 
the so-called “Equality” Act 
to destroy women's rights 
and religious freedoms. 
Thought we'd put up ours 
so she can look at it every 
time she opens her door,” 
Greene tweeted. 

House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi, D-Calif., pointed to the 
exchange to advocate for 
the bill Thursday. 

“It breaks my heart that it 
is necessary, but the fact 
is, Gnd in fact we had a 
sad event here even this 
morning, demonstrating 
the need for us to have re- 
spect,” Pelosi said, at one 
point pausing and taking 
a deep sigh. “Not even 
just respect, but take pride, 
take pride in our LGBT com- 
munity.” Gay and lesbian 
members of Congress 
sooke about how mean- 
ingful the bill is for them. 
“Look, we're not asking for 
anything that any other 
American doesn't already 
enjoy,” said Rep. Chris Pap- 
pas, D-N.H. “We just want 
to be treated the same. 
We just want politicians 
in. Washington to catch 
Up with the times and the 
Constitution.” L) 


Biden directive expands jobless aid to 
more unemployed 


ficient protection from the 
coronavirus would qualify 
for jobless aid under a di- 
rective the Labor Depart- 
ment issued Thursday. 

The measure would also 
exoand a federal unem- 
ployment benefits  pro- 
gram, established in last 
spring's economic relief 
package, to cover work- 
ers who have lost hours or 
who were laid off because 
of the pandemic. If would 
also cover school employ- 
ees who lose jobs or work 
hours because of school 
CIOSINGS. 


The federal program, 
known as Pandemic Un- 
employment _ Assistance, 
made the self-employed 
and gig workers eligible for 
jobless aid for the first time. 
“Until now, unemployment 
insurance benefits during 
the pandemic have been 
too scattered and too 
uncertain,” said Patricia 
Smith, senior adviser to the 
labor secretary. “That be- 
gins to change today, with 
many more workers now 
eligible for unemployment 
insurance benefits.” 

Speaking to reporters, de- 


partment officials declined 
to estimate how many 
Americans would now be- 
come newly eligible for 
jobless benefits. 

The benefits will be made 
retroactive, officials said. 
People who applied for 
unemployment benefits 
after Dec. 27 can receive 
retroactive payments 
back to Dec. 6. 

Those who applied be- 
fore then and were turned 
down can receive retro- 
active payments dating 
back to when they first ap- 
plied. LJ 
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GOP rallies solidly against Democrats’ virus relief package 


By ALAN FRAM 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re- 
oublicans are closing ranks 
against Democrats’ pro- 
posed $1.9 trillion COVID-19 
relief bill, even as the White 
House seemed to rule out a 
procedural Senate power 
play to protect one provi- 
sion most treasured by pro- 
gressives: a minimum wage 
hike. 

Despite paper-thin con- 
gressional majorities, 
Democratic leaders were 
poised to push the sweep- 
ing package through the 
House on Friday. They were 
hoping the Senate, where 
changes seem likely, would 
follow quickly enough to 
have legislation on Presi- 
dent Joe Biden’s desk by 
mid-March. 

By early Thursday, not one 
Republican in either cham- 
ber had publicly said he or 
she would back the legis- 
lation. GOP leaders were 
honing attacks on the 
package as a job killer that 
does foo little to reopen 
schools or businesses shut- 
tered for the coronavirus 
pandemic and that was 
not only wasteful but also 
even UNSCrUPUIOUS. 

“| haven't seen a Republi- 
can yet that’s found some- 
thing in there that they 
agree with,” said House Mi- 
nority Leader Kevin McCar- 
thy, R-Calif. “Il think all Re- 
publicans believe in three 
simple things: They want 
a bill that puts us back to 
work, back to school and 
back to health. This bill is 





Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., walks on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, Feb. 


23, 2021. 


too costly, too corrupt and 
too liberal.” 

The hardening opposition 
suggested that Biden’s first 
major legislative initiative 
could encounter  unani- 
mous GOP opposition. That 
was a counterpoint to his 
refrain during his campaign 
about bringing the coun- 
try together and a replay 
of the Republican wall 
that new President Barack 
Obama encountered in 
2009 and most of his ad- 
ministration. 

Democrats showed no signs 
of backing down against 
Republican claims that the 
bill was wasteful, too ex- 
pensive and not focused 
enough on key needs like 
reopening schools. 


“This kind of reflexive parti- 
san opposition is not going 
to wash with the American 


people. 
It wouldn't wash at any 
time, but It especially 


doesn’t wash during this 
time of crisis,” Senate Ma- 
jority Leader Chuck Schum- 
er, D-N.Y., said Thursday. 

By mid-day, the most sus- 
pense was over an antici- 
pated opinion from Eliza- 
beth MacDonough, the 
Senate's nonpartisan par- 
liamentarian, that could ei- 
ther bolster or potentially kill 
Democrats’ hopes of using 
the package to gradually 
raise the federal minimum 
wage to $15 hourly by 2025. 
If MacDonough decides 
the minimum wage provi- 


Associated Press 


sion must come out of the 
relief package, it would alll 
but kill it because on its own 
it lacks enough support to 
overcome a_ Republican 
filibuster. It takes 60 votes 
to halt that tactic and the 
Senate is divided 50-50, 
with Vice President Kamala 
Harris allowed to cast only 
tie-breaking votes. 
Another alternative would 
be for Democrats to bust 
through decades of Sen- 
ate precedent, ignore the 
parliamentarian’s view and 
keep the wage provision in 
the bill with their 51 votes. 
But it is unclear if Democrats 
could achieve that. Some 
of their moderates oppose 
the minimum wage boost 
or want it dialed back, and 


others could be reluctant 
to defy Senate precedents 
that way. 

White House chief of staff 
Ron Klain seemed to rule 
that option out when asked 
directly about that scenar- 
lO. 

“Certainly, that’s not some- 
thing we would do,” he told 
MSNBC host Joy Reid on 
Wednesday night. “We're 
going to honor the rules of 
the Senate and work within 
that system to get this bill 
passed.” 

Democrats are pushing the 
overall $1.9 trillion measure 
through Congress under 
special rules that will let 
them avoid a Senate fili- 
buster by Republicans. But 
those same rules prohibit 
provisions with only an “in- 
cidental” impact on the 
federal budget because 
they are chiefly driven by 
other policy purposes. The 
parliamentarian decides if 
provisions pass that test. 

If MacDonough decides 
the minimum wage provi- 
sion can remain in the bill, 
it would be a major boost 
for ifs proponents. But there 
would still be no guarantee 
the measure would survive 
because of opposition from 
some Democrats, suggest- 
ing that grueling bargain- 
ing on Its final form would 
lie ahead. 

The minimum wage has 
stood at $7.25 since 2009. 
Winning the increase is a 
top priority for progressives 
at a time when Democrats 
control Congress and the 
White House.L} 





Indictment: militia leader pointed rifle at police Ii in Ky. 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —The 
leader of a pro-gun group 
that has staged armed pro- 
tests has been indicted on 
federal charges for alleg- 
edly pointing a rifle at law 
enforcement while in Ken- 
tucky for a demonstration. 

John F. Johnson, who goes 
by “Grandmaster Jay,” 
was indicted Wednesday 
on a charge of assaulting, 
resisting or impeding law 
enforcement and another 
charge for brandishing a 
firearm, The Courier Journal 
reported. Johnson could 
face up to 20 years in pris- 
on if convicted on the first 


charge. 

Johnson was arrested at 
his Ohio home in Decem- 
ber on the federal charges. 
A federal complaint said 
Johnson pointed an AkR- 
style rifle with the flashlight 
on, which “blinded” sev- 
eral officers on a roof in 
downtown Louisville. 
Johnson's group, known 
as the NFAC, has an all- 
Black membershio and of- 
ten demonstrates against 
white supremacy and po- 
lice violence. 

The alleged incident oc- 
curred the day before the 
Kentucky Derby, when hun- 


dreds of protesters peace- 
fully marched to demand 
justice in the fatal shooting 
of Breonna Taylor by Louis- 
ville police. 

The indictment said John- 
son must surrender all his 
firearms and ammunition to 
federal authorities. 
Johnson is also facing five 
counts of endangerment 
in state court in connec- 
tion with the same actions 
alleged in the federal case. 
An email sent to John- 
son’s attorney, a _ public 
defender, was not imme- 
diately answered Thursday 
afternoon.) 





John Fitzgerald Johnson, also Known as Grandmaster Jay, leads 
NFAC members on a march to Pare San Souci in downtown 
Lafayette, La., Saturday, Oct. 3, 2020. 


Associated Press 
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AG: Olympics gymnastics coach dies by suicide after charges 


By ANNA LIZ NICHOLS and 
ED WHITE 

Associated Press 

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — A 
former U.S. Olympics gym- 
nastics coach with ties to 
disgraced sport doctor 
Larry Nassar died by sul- 
cide Thursday after being 
charged with two dozen 
crimes, including forms of 
human trafficking, the state 
attorney general said. 

The announcement from 
Michigan Attorney General 
Dana Nessel came about 
three hours after a news 
conference where’ Nes- 
sel announced that John 
Geddert was charged with 
crimes, including sexual 
assault, human trafficking 
and running a criminal en- 
terorise. 

The charges were the lat- 
est fallout from the sexual 
abuse scandal involving 
Nassar, a former Michigan 
State University sports doc- 
tor now In prison. 

Geddert was accused of 
turning his Michigan gym 
into a yearslong criminal 
enterprise by coercing girls 
to train under him and then 
verbally and physically 
abusing them. 

He was accused of lying to 
investigators in 2016 when 
he denied ever hearing 
complaints about Nassar, 
who is serving decades 
iN prison for sexually as- 
saulting female athletes 
in a scandal that counted 
hundreds of victims and 
turned USA Gymnastics 
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In this March 3, 2012, file photo, gymnastics coach John Geddert is seen at the American Cup 
gymnastics meet at Madison Square Garden in New York. 


Upside down. Geddert, 63, 
was head coach of the 
2012 U.S. women’s Olympic 
gymnastics team, which 
won a gold medal. He has 
long been associated with 
Nassar, who was the Olym- 
pic team’s doctor and also 
treated injured gymnasts at 
Twistars, Geddert’s Lansing- 
area gym. 

Geddert was accused of 
recruiting minors for forced 
labor, a reference to the 
gymnasts he coached, ac- 
cording to documents filed 


in an Eaton County court. 
A message seeking com- 
ment was left with Ged- 
dert’s attorney. Attorney 
General Dana Nessel said 
the coach used “force, 
fraud and coercion” for fi- 
nancial benefit. 

“The victims suffer from 
disordered eating,” Nes- 
sel said, “including bulimia 
and anorexia, suicide at- 
tempts and attempts at 
self harm, excessive physi- 
cal conditioning, repeat- 
edly being forced to per- 


Associated Press 


form even when injured, 
extreme emotional abuse 
and physical abuse, includ- 
Ing sexual assault. 

“Many of these victims still 
carry these scars from this 
behavior to this day,” the 
attorney general said. 

The charges against Ged- 
dert included two counts 
of sexual assault against a 
teen in 2012. 

Nessel acknowledged that 
the case might not fit the 
common — understanding 
of human trafficking. “We 


think of it predominantly as 
affecting people of color 
or those without means to 
orotect themselves ... but 
honestly if can happen to 
anyone, anywhere,” she 
said. “Young impression- 
able women may at times 
be vulnerable and open to 
trafficking crimes, regard- 
less of their stature in the 
community or the financial 
well-being of their families.” 
Assistant Attorney General 
Danielle §=Hagaman-Clark 
said the charges against 
Geddert had “very little to 
do” with Nassar. 

Geddert was suspended 
by Indianapolis-based USA 
Gymnastics during the Nas- 
sar scandal. He told families 
in 2018 that he was retiring. 
On his LinkedIn page, Ged- 
dert described himself as 
the “most decorated wom- 
en's gymnastics coach in 
Michigan gymnastics his- 
tory.” He said his Twistars 
teams won 130 club cham- 
pionships. But Geddert was 
often portrayed in unflat- 
tering ways when Nassar’s 
victims spoke during court 
hearings in 2018. 

“What a great best friend 
John was to Larry for giving 
him an entire world where 
he was able to abuse so 
easily,” said Lindsey Lemke, 
now a coach at the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas. “You 
two sure do have a funny 
meaning of friendship. You, 
John Geddert, also deserve 
to sit behind bars right next 
to Larry.” 
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In this April 2019, file photo, provided by Los Alamos National 
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Laboratory, barrels of radioactive waste are loaded for transport 
to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) at the Radioactive Assay 
Nondestructive Testing (RANT) facility in Los Alamos, N.M. 


By SUSAN MONTOYA BRY- 
AN 
Associated Press 


Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — 
New Mexico is going after 
the federal government for 


New Mexico goes to court over slow 


cleanup at U.S. nuclear lab 


failing to make progress on 
cleaning up contamination 
left behind by decades of 
bomb-making and nuclear 
research at one of the na- 
tion’s premier labs as con- 
cerns mount over plans To 
resume production of key 
components for the USS. 
nuclear arsenal. 

IN a civil complaint filed in 
state district court Wednes- 
day, New Mexico environ- 
ment officials say a plan by 
the U.S. Energy Department 
lacks substantive and ap- 
oropriate targets for deal- 
ing with waste at Los Ala- 


mos National Laboratory. 
The state is seeking to end 
an agreement meant to 
guide long-term cleanup 
at the lab. 

The consent order between 
New Mexico and federal 
government has been re- 
negotiated over the years, 
with the latest iteration 
taking effect in 2016 de- 
spite criticism from nuclear 
watchdog groups and en- 
vironmentalists about un- 
clear milestones and a lack 
of consequences for falling 
short. 

New Mexico Environment 


Secretary James Kenney 
said court supervision — is 
needed to renegotiate the 
terms to protect the com- 
munity and environment. 
“The department entered 
the 2016 consent order 
with high expectations, but 
almost five years later, Our 
expectations are far from 
met,” he said in a state- 
ment. 

Officials with the Energy 
Department and Los Ala- 
mos National Laboratory 
did not immediately re- 
soond to questions about 
the complaint.) 
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After oil spill, 


By ILAN BEN ZION and 
ALON BERNSTEIN 
Associated Press 

JISR AL-ZARQA, Israel (AP) 
— After weathering a year 
of the coronavirus pan- 
demic, the fishermen of an 
Arab village in central Israel 
have been dealt another 
blow by a mysterious oil spill 
in the Mediterranean. 
Grappling with its worst 
ecological disaster in years, 
the government this week 
ordered a_ precautionary 
ban on selling seafood. 
Despite the ban, Jisr al-Zar- 
qa's fishermen went to sea 
Thursday to bring in their 
Coren. 

Sami Ali, a representative 
for the village’s fishermen, 
insisted it was safe to keep 
on fishing. 

“The tar floats on the sea, 
on the water, if doesn’t 
oenetrate deep. If does 
damage to the reefs, 
maybe also seaweed, the 
beach and many facilities. 
Also it damaged our equip- 
ment,” he said. “But the fish 
do not eat things that are 
not natural.” 

Scientists disagree, and say 
it’s far too risky to keep fish- 
ing as they continue to an- 
alyze the disaster. 

Over 90% of Israel’s 195 ki- 


Pakistan, India agree to 





Israel’s fishermen 
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Fishermen remove fish from nets after returning from a fishing trip on the Mediterranean Sea, in the 
Israeli Arab village of Jisr al-Zarqa, Israel, in the early morning of Thursday, Feb. 25, 2021. 
Associated Press 


lometer (120 mile) Medi- 
terranean coastline was 
covered in an estimated 
1,000 tons of black tar, the 
result of an oil spill out at 
sea earlier this month. The 
pollution has swept north to 
neighboring Lebanon and 
has caused extensive dam- 
age to the ecosystem, kill- 
ing seabirds, endangered 
green sea turtles and other 
marine life. 


By MUNIR AHMED 

Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Paki- 
stan and India pledged 
Thursday to halt cross-bor- 
der firing in the disputed 
region of Kashmir, promis- 
Ing to adhere to a 2003 
accord that has been 
largely ignored, officials 


In this Oct, 1, 2016 file photo, Pakistan army soldiers take 


from both sides said. 

If implemented, the move 
would be a major step in 
defusing tensions in the 
highly militarized Hima- 
layan region, which ts di- 
vided between India and 
Pakistan and claimed by 
both in its entirety, and 
opens the possibility of a 
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positions at Bagsar, a forward post on the Line of Control, 
that divides Kashmir between Pakistan and India, in Bhimber 
province, some 103 miles, 166 km, from Islamabad, Pakistan. 


Associated Press 


The government has not 
yet identified who it be- 
lieves is resoonsible for the 
spill, and has blocked pub- 
lication of details of the in- 
vestigation, saying doing so 
could jeopardize its efforts 
to bring those responsible 
to justice. The clean-up is 
expected to take months. 

Authorities have banned 
people from visiting beach- 
es because of the tar’s tox- 


icity, and on Wednesday 
the Health Ministry issued a 
ban on the sale of all Medi- 
terranean seafood until fur- 
ther notice. 

The ministry said that al- 
though it had yet fo re- 
ceive evidence indicating 
a health risk, the ban was 
meant as a precautionary 
measure. If said fish were 
being tested to determine 
the level of pollution, and 


that it had notified fisher- 
men and fishmongers of 
the ban. 

Jisr al-Zarga, an impover- 
ished Arab village on Ils- 
rael’s coast south of Haifa, 
is already feeling the pains 
of the coronavirus pan- 
demic’s economic fallout. 
The community is one of Is- 
rael’s poorest and has long 
protested what it considers 
discriminatory treatment 
by the Israeli government. 
Only half of the village's 
fishermen, around 20 peo- 
ple, went fo sea Thursday 
to bring in the morning 
catch In spite of the ban. 
While Ali isn’t worried about 
pollution contaminat- 
ing the fish, he is worried 
about how plunging sales 
this week have deepened 
the community's financial 
struggles. 

Thousands of volunteers 
have taken up the task of 
cleaning the poisonous tar 
off Israel’s coast. But every 
day the sea belches up 
fresh batches. 

“No one knows how much 
tar is out there, at the bot- 
tom of the sea or other plac- 
es,” said Arik Rosenblum, 
director of EcoOcean, the 
organization leading the 
volunteer efforts.) 


net catch despite ban 
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halt cross-border firing in Kashmir 


broader detente between 
the two nuclear-armed ri- 
vals. 

Artillery, rockets and small 
arms fire have been regu- 
larly exchanged between 
troops on opposite sides 
of the border, killing hNun- 
dreds since the original 
cease-fire was signed. Ci- 
villians are caught in the 
crossfire whenever  vio- 
lence erupts, with dozens 
killed every year. 

The two sides’ militaries 
have now made vocal 
commitments, with senior 
generals reaching an un- 
derstanding over a hot- 
line on Wednesday, a joint 
statement said. 

“Both sides agreed for 
strict observance of all 
agreements, understand- 
ings and cease firing” 
along the frontier, if said. 
“Existing mechanisms of 
hotline contact and bor- 
der flag meetings will be 


utilized to resolve any un- 
foreseen situation or mis- 
understanding.” 
Mmincdi@ntin Gen. wis. Teo- 
da, who was head of the 
Indian = military's  North- 
ern Command from 2014 
to 2016, welcomed the 
move, calling it “a_ sig- 
nificant, positive devel- 
opment given there has 
been steep escalation in 
the border skirmishes in last 
few years.” 

In Pakistan, retired army 
Gen. Talat Masood said 
he believed leaders in 
Washington and other 
world powers had helped 
reduce tension between 
Pakistan and India, add- 
ing that peace was in both 
counties’ best interests. 

It was unclear what 
prompted the two militar- 
ies to initiate contact over 
the hotline, but Pakistan 
has been urging the in- 
ternational community to 


oush India to resume dia- 
logue. 

Pakistani authorities say In- 
dia has made more than 
13,000 violations of the 
cease-fire in the past 18 
years. India also alleges 
large-scale violations by 
the Pakistan army. 

Since gaining indepen- 
dence from British rule in 
1947, Pakistan and India 
have fought two of their 
three wars over control 
of Kashmir.Relations were 
strained in 2019, when 
Pakistan shot down an In- 
dian warplane in Kashmir 
and captured a pilot in 
response to an airstrike by 
Indian aircraft targeting 
militants inside Pakistan. In- 
dia at the time said the alr- 
strikes targeted Pakistan- 
based militants responsible 
for a suicide bombing that 
killed 40 Indian troops in 
the Indian-controlled part 
of Kashmir. L) 
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Hunger-striking Ethiopia politicians ‘deteriorating’ in jail 


Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Lawyers representing jailed 
Ethiopian opposition poli- 
ticians say they are con- 
cerned for the lives of their 
clients, whose hunger strike 
has gone on for nearly a 
month and drawn interna- 
tional attention as they pro- 
test their treatment by the 
government. 

“Four of them have contin- 
ved with their hunger strike 
and their health is dete- 
riorating quickly,” lawyer 
Tokuma Daba told The As- 
sociated Press, saying he 
last visited them on Mon- 
day. “Our concern now Is 
for their lives. We are told 
by medics that they need 
Qa sophisticated medical 
treatment, which is lacking 
now. It is really concern- 
ing.” 

The jailed politicians include 
media mogul-turned-poli- 
tician Jawar Mohammed, 
Bekele Gerba, Hamza Ad- 
ane and Dejene Tafa. They 
were arrested along with 
at least 16 others following 
the killing of a renowned 
singer, Hachalu Hundessa, 
in June 2020. Amid outrage 
over the killing, violence 
targeting ethnic minorities 
claimed the lives of several 
dozen people, mainly in 
the Oromia region. 

Some ethnic Oromos feel 
their quest for more demo- 





In this Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019 file photo, opposition politician Jawar Mohammed speaks with The 
Associated Press at his house in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 


cratic soace and the free- 
dom to choose their lead- 
ers has not been fulfilled 
since Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed came to power in 
2018. They accuse him of 
defaulting on some of his 
promises by arresting some 
politicians who returned to 
Ethiopia from abroad, in- 
cluding Jawar, after he as- 
sumed power. 

The jailed politicians face 
charges including conspir- 
ing to dismantle the con- 
stitution by force and oth- 
er terror-related offenses. 
They have rejected the 


charges as politically moti- 
vated. 

The prisoners’ “treatment 
by the Ethiopian govern- 
ment is exacerbating a seri- 
Ous crisis, especially as their 
health deteriorates,”  for- 
mer U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations and current 
Biden administration nomi- 
nee for foreign aid chief 
Samantha Power tweeted 
last week, calling it criti- 
cal for the government to 
“change course before it is 
too late.” 

The prisoners assert that 
their arrests were meant to 


Kremlin critic Navalny sent to 
prison outside Moscow 


By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny has been sent to 
a prison outside Moscow 
to serve his sentence, his 
lawyer said Thursday, a 
move that comes despite 
a demand by Europe's 
xo) om alelaalelamile|alnmexelelamie)s 
his release. 

Navalny lawyer Vadim Ko- 
bzev didn’t immediately 
say what prison he was 
sent To. 

Russian news reports have 
previously indicated that 
Navalny, who has been 
held in a maximum-secu- 
rity jail in Moscow, would 
likely be sent to a facility in 


western Russia. 

Navalny, 44, Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin’s most 
vociferous foe, was arrest- 
ed on Jan. 17 upon return- 
ing from Germany, where 
he spent five months re- 
covering from a _ nerve- 
agent poisoning that he 
blames on the Kremlin. 
Russian authorities have 
rejected the accusation 
and accused Navalny of 
cooperating with West- 
ern intelligence agencies 
claims he has ridiculed. 
Earlier this month, Navalny 
was sentenced to 2 1/2 
years in prison for violating 
the terms of his probation 
while convalescing in Ger- 
many. 


The sentence stems from a 
2014 embezzlement con- 
viciOn ina: NoVvalny ines 
rejected as _ fabricated 
and which the European 
Court of Human Rights has 
ruled to be unlawful. 
Navalny’s arrest has fueled 
a wave of protests that 
drew tens of thousands to 
the streets across Russia. 
Authorities have detained 
about 11,000 people, 
many of whom were fined 
or given jail terms ranging 
from seven to 15 days. 
Russian officials have dis- 
missed demands from the 
United States and the Eu- 
ropean Union to free Na- 
valny and stop the crack- 
down on his supporters. 


Associated Press 


deny them the chance to 
take part in Ethiopia's up- 
coming national election 
in June. On Tuesday, Ethio- 
pia’s election board made 
it clear that politicians be- 
hind bars will not be able to 
oresent themselves as can- 
didates. 

Tokuma_ said his clients 
are conducting a hunger 
strike for several reasons 
including protesting the 
harassment and arrests of 
their supporters and family 
members. His clients also 
seek the release of all polliti- 
cal prisoners. 
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The striking prisoners have 
rejected being treated in 
government-owned _ hos- 
pitals, preferring a private 
hospital. Last week Ethio- 
pia’s ambassador to the 
U.S., Fitsum Arega, tweeted 
that the offer to treat them 
at the “Ethiopian equiva- 
lent of Walter Reed” Na- 
tional Military Medical Cen- 
ter still stands. 

On Tuesday, the Suoreme 
Court of Ethiopia ruled that 
the prisoners shall receive 
medical treatment from 
a private hospital but that 
the treatment should take 
place inside the Kalliti prison 
where they are held. 

“This decision amounts to a 
death penalty. It’s no less 
harsh than that.” 

Earlier this month, the head 
of the Ethiopian Human 
Rights Commission, Daniel 
Bekele, said of the striking 
orisoners that “very close 
supervision is required to 
prevent any grave threat 
to their health and life and 
that reasonably — justified 
demands of the prisoners 
must be addressed.” 
Quoting Kaliti prison. offi- 
cials, the Commission said 
“most of the demands list- 
ed as reasons for the hun- 
ger strike are beyond the 
remit of the administration. 
And the prison administra- 
tion does not mistreat the 
prisoners’ visitors.” LJ} 
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Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny stands in a cage 
in the Babuskinsky District Court in Moscow, Russia, Saturday, 


Feb. 20, 2021. 


Moscow also rejected the 
ECHR ruling that, citing risks 
to Navalny’s life in custody, 
ordered the Russian gov- 
ernment to release him. 
The Russian government 
has rebuffed the court's 
demand as unlawful and 


Associated Press 


“inadmissible” meddling in 
Russia’s home affairs. 
Earlier this week, EU foreign 
ministers agreed to impose 
new sanctions against Rus- 
sian officials linked to Na- 
valny’s jailing.L 
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movies dining entertainment play 





Dr. JEM Arends #8 | +297-523-6841 
www.themoviesaruba.com/gloria-imax | Opening hours 7:30am-11:00pm 





Gang clashes result in Ecuador’s deadliest prison riots ever 


By REGINA GARCIA CANO 
and GONZALO SOLANO 
Associated Press 

QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — 
Ecuador experienced its 
deadliest prison riots ever 
this week when seem- 
ingly coordinated _ fights 
broke out in facilities in 
three different cities, leav- 
ing 79 inmates dead as of 
Wednesday and exposing 
the limited control that au- 
thorities have over people 
behind bars. Hundreds of 
police officers and military 
personnel converged on 
the prisons after the un- 
rest began Monday night 
in the maximum-security 
wings as rival gangs fought 
for leadership. President 
Lenin Moreno, whose term 
ends in May, on Wednes- 
day said he will ask other 
South American countries 
for help to tackle the crisis 
in Ecuador's prisons and 
acknowledged the system 
is deficient and lacks finan- 
cial resources. Inmates in 
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Tear gas rises from parts of Turi jail where an inmate riot broke out in Cuenca, Ecuador, Tuesday, 


Feb. 23, 2021. 


two prisons attempted to 
keep fighting Wednesday 
despite heavy police re- 
sponse. Television footage 
showed smoke billowing 


from one of the facilities. 

Some 70% of the country’s 
prison population lives in 
the centers where the un- 
rest occurred. The national 


Associated Press 


agency responsible for the 
prisons said 37 inmates died 
in the Pacific coast city of 
Guayaquil, 34 in the south- 
ern city of Cuenca and 


eight in the central city of 
Latacunga. “Ecuadorian 
orisons are overpopulated, 
as they always have been, 
as are prisons in nearly ev- 
ery country,” said Mark Un- 
gar, a professor of political 
science at Brooklyn Col- 
lege in the U.S., who has 
researched prisons in Latin 
America. In addition “is this 
amazingly repetitive prac- 
tice of putting members of 
different gangs within the 
same facility, which is kind 
of cardinal rule No. 1 not to 
do because their practices 
continue within the pris- 
ons,” he added. 

“So, the very fact of putting 
them together is a recipe 
for violence.” 

Ungar said inadequate 
staffing in Latin Ameri- 
can prisons limits the abil- 
ity of authorities to patrol 
inmate interactions and 
makes it practically impos- 
sible to separate prison- 
ers sufficiently to prevent 
violence.) 


Honduras leader warns drug cooperation with U.S. endangered 


By MARLON GONZALEZ 
Associated Press 
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(AP) — Honduran President 
Juan Orlando Hernandez 
says that antinarcotics co- 
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In this Aug. 13, 2019 file photo, Honduran President Juan 


operation with the United 
States could “collapse” 
if U.S. authorities believe 
“false testimony” accusing 
him of cooperating with 
traffickers. 





Orlando Hernandez speaks to the reporters as he leaves 
a meeting at the Organization of American States, in 


Washington. 


Associated Press 


Hernandez spoke before 
the Central American 
country’s Congress on 
Wednesday, a day after 
several Democratic US. 
senators backed a bill call- 
Ing on President Joe Biden 
to impose sanctions on 
Hernandez and “deter- 
mine whether he is a spe- 
cially designated narcot- 
ics trafficker.” 

Hernandez has _ repeat- 
edly denied testimony by 
witnesses In U.S. drug pros- 
ecutions — one of which 
convicted his brother — 
GCeUS iG a iliimeC | meine 
bribes from traffickers. He 
has not been charged, 
however. 

On Wednesday, he again 
asserted that a group 
KNOW ieGSssL@s CGE iles 
were seeking vengeance 


against him for allowing 
them to be extradited to 
the U.S. He said they “have 
been repeatedly lying in 
the most obvious way” in 
order to manipulate U.S. 
authorities into acting 
against the very Honduran 
officials pursuing them. 

“It would mean, sooner 
or later, that the systems 
of effective cooperation 
that | helped build, that 
have been recognized 
and praised repeatedly 
by Washington, inevita- 
bly would collapse — and 
not only in Honduras, but 
In several countries of the 
Americas,” he said. 

On Tuesday, Sen. Jeff 
Merkley of Oregon intro- 
duced a bill that would 
seek to isolate Hernandez, 
who in recent years has 


leaned heavily on support 
within the U.S. government 
when facing domestic op- 
position and allegations of 
connections to drug traf- 
fickers. 

“The United States cannot 
remain silent in the face 
of deeply alarming cor- 
ruption and human rights 
abuses being committed 
at the highest levels of the 
Honduran government,” 
Merkley said in a_ state- 
ment. “A failure to hold 
Honduran President Juan 
Orlando Hernandez, na- 
tional officials, and mem- 
bers of the police and milli- 
tary accountable for these 
crimes will fuel widespread 
poverty and violence and 
force more families to 
flee their Communities in 
search of safety.’L) 
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Harbour House Aruba: 
“80 % sold already, we are doing great” 


ORANJESTAD — Boosting a 
buyers confidence comes 
with a strong sales team, 
an established company 
name and experience. The 
Perret Group are the own- 
ers of among others Har- 
bour House Aruba and they 
live up to the expectation. 
With 80 % of the condomin- 
iums sold in their residence 
they can do nothing more 
but be content. Take a look 
at this cool site reflecting 
best of two worlds: beach 
and city. 


os 


The residence — consists 
of 94 units in the former 
7-level Marazul building 
at the historical location 
of Paardenbadi. Harbour 


House Aruba Is the ultimate 
smart investment or per- 
sonal living soace. Harbour 
House’s sales manager ex- 
plains why. “A state-of-the- 
art lobby, an ocean-view 
gym, bar service, rooftop 
with 360 degrees view of 
Oranjestad, on-site park- 
ing, 24-hours security and a 
top floor lounge area with 
Jacuzzi’s. Cherry on the 


—A 
, i 


Over /0% 
Already 
Sold 


cake: an infinity pool.” 

Harbour House Aruba of- 
fers cosmopolitan living in a 
beach-chic environment. 
The residence is fast-selling 
their studios, two-bedroom 
and three-bedroom. units 
for many reasons but in 
a nutshell we can name: 
great location, great value 
for your money and great 
quality. To see exactly what 
still is available you may 
check the website which 
shows you a map with sold 
and open units. Updates 
on construction are also 


The New Downtown Living 
Get your Own Ocean 
Front Condo 





www.harbourhousearuba.com 


on forehand. When you 
live abroad stopping by to 
check upon your purchase 
is not that simple, yet with 
the monthly updates on 
their website, it is a lof eas- 
ier. 

“There are only a few units 
left, now we are working on 
the amenities like the pool 
that is almost finished. We 
are installing the Jacuzzi 
area on top and we have 
all the exterior windows in 
so we are right on sched- 
ule, expecting to deliver 
in September,” the sales 
manager explains. 

The process of purchase 
is easy, whether you are 
abroad or on the island. 
Make an appointment 
through the website to visit 
the sales office when you 
are here. In that way you 
can actually see the unit, 
materials and amenities. If 
you are not on the Island 
the website can help you 
out and the sales office 
is happy to send you alll 
needed documentation 
for you to orientate. “When 
agreed upon the unit you 
sign an agreement and 
move forward with the 
down payment which is $ 
30.000. At receipt of that 
amount the sales is closed 
and the price will not 
change. You know what 
you get and will not be sur- 
prised by price changes. 
The payment agreements 
after the deposit will be 










discussed and are flexible. 
We assist also in financing 
by banks.” 


The ground level of the 
building will provide a 
gallery of restaurants, art 
gallery, stores, and super- 
market. “We get in more 
requests for renting and 
so far we have restaurant, 
salon, mini market, art gal- 
lery a craft beer factory 
which makes up for a great 
variation. A parking lot will 
be assigned to the owners 
and visitors.” 


City elegance combined 
with tropical tranquillity Is 
what you get here. The 
oanoramas are breath- 
taking. Can you imagine 
yourself with your favorite 
cup of joe, gazing out over 
the ocean while the city of 
Oranjestad is awakening? 
The new trend is fo live tini- 
er but comfy and Harbour 
House meets this market 
demand with the perfect 
product. Everything is close, 
you are centrally located, 
just a step away from the 
beach though right in the 
main area in Oranjestad. 
You have history to tell and 
you are within walking dis- 
tance to all Oranjestad has 
to offer. What else do you 
need?_} 


For more information: 
https://narbourhousearu- 
ba.com 
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7pm to 10:30pm! 


Conservation of the water tank in Rancho 


ORANJESTAD — In 2020 
Monuments Fund Aruba 
finalized the restoration 


of the Lime Kiln. The proj- 
ect was combined with a 
course about the use of 
lime on historic buildings. 
Now SMFA will start working 
on the plans for the con- 
servation of the Water Tank 
in the neighborhood of 
Rancho. In the case of the 
water tanks SMFA opted 
to conserve it in its current 
state in order to prevent fur- 
ther deterioration. It will not 
be restored but conserved. 


The difference between 
restoration and conserva- 
tion is that when a build- 
ing or Monumental object 
is restored, the focus is to 
bring it back to its original 
state. Based on collected 
information, photographs, 
research on the monvu- 
ment itself and information 
from the original owners 
the building will be brought 
back fo its original appear- 
ance. In this case the histor- 
ical use over the years will 
not be visible anymore. 


In the case of conserva- 
tion, the focus is on historic 
research and documenta- 
tion of the monuments in 
its current state and pre- 





Monumentsfund 
ARUBA 
ventive measures will be 
applied to prevent further 
deterioration. For this it is 
important to do a research 
of the materials to make 
sure not to use the wrong 
materials that can affect 

the original ones. 


With respect to the water 
tank In Rancho, SMFA opt- 
ed to conserve the tank in 
its current state. One of the 
reasons is that we do not 
have enough information 
or photographs that show 
how the tank was in 1905 
after construction. 


Andrew deGruchy, an ex- 
pert in the restoration of 
historic buildings from Lime- 
works USA, will be on the 
island to do some research 
and give SMFA advice on 
how to use lime for the con- 
servation of the tank. This 
will be the first monument 
on Aruba that will be con- 
served and will not under- 
go a complete restoration. 
Te water tank in Rancho 


Re as 
om 





is an industrial monument 
built in 1905 by Cornelis 
Hendrik Eman. From_ this 
tank water was sold to the 
neighbors. After the death 
of Cornelis in 1914, the tank 
was no longer used. The 
tank consists of two rings 
with the largest having a 
circumference of 23,20 
meters. 


About the Monument Fund 
Aruba 

Since 1996, ‘Stichting Mon- 
umentenfonds Aruba’ 
(Monuments Fund Aruba) 
has primarily been involved 
in the funding of restora- 
tion and maintenance of 
orotected monuments, 
and has been the finan- 
cial institution in the field 
of heritage conservation. 
The fund owns 15 monu- 
ments, out of the 36 pro- 
tected monuments in the 
island, but there are over 
300 more monuments on 
the list to be protected. 
The international guidelines 
that apply for monuments 
decide whether it will be 
Qa protected monument 
or not. The building or ob- 
ject needs to be at least 50 
years old, a special value 
in architecture or to history 
or to the people of Aruba 
is required and there has to 
be a certain uniqueness. 


The Monument Fund Aru- 
ba Is open every day from 
Monday to Friday from 
8am to 50m. You are more 
than welcome to ask for 
information, guiding and 
help. For more information 
check out their Facebook 
page stichting monument- 
en fonds aruba and the 
website htto://www.monu- 
mentenfondsaruba.com.L] 





THE SHOPS 


AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins 


Hungry 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like 
to portrait you! By invit- 
ing you to send us your 
favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy 
Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me Is ....... send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name 
and where you are from) 
to: news@arubatoday. 
com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. 
Isn't that a soecial way to 
keep your best moments 
alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or 
any other materials, you 
give permission to The 
Aruba Today Newspa- 
per, Caribbean Speed 
Printers and any of Its af- 
filated companies to use 
said materials, as well as 
names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional Ourooses 
without compensation. 

Last but not least: check 
out our website, Insta- 
gram and Facebook 


Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 


Coming Soon: The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Sholom Hair & Noils Bar MAGHET — Perfume, Jewelry & Cosmatics 


Albambra Open daily 9am to 1pm | JE. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 


Ploy Geiporubly, rit serv, gomblerumeanymeas.ong |! pou ee vemeone yor know hero gambling problem. 











page! Thank you for sup- 
porting our free newspa- 
per, we strive to make 
you a happy reader ev- 
ery day again. 


For today we received 
an amazing story from 
Ken and Paula Phillips 
from Rhode Island, USA. 
They wrote: 


“After a long year of 
isolating and not be- 
iINg social if was so 
well worth it. So won- 
derful to see our local 
friends again. Feel- 
ing very blessed and 
safe on this beautiful 
island” LJ 
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Horacio Oduber 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba has many great doc- 
tors nowadays, but just imagine being a doctor 
back then in the 1800’s how primitive that seems 
and worst yet, with not even a hospital on the 
island. Doctor Horacio Evlogio Oduber (1862- 
1935) was the first Aruban physician. He was so 
loved and highly respected by the people. He 
even has a street bearing his name, Dr. Hora- 
cio Oduberstraat. It is not a well-known street, 
because it is rarely used. But it really does exist. 
You will find it behind the old country laborato- 
ry, parallel to the Hospitaalstraat in Oranjestad. 


His parents were Francisco Oduber and Johan- 
na Prudencia Eckmeyer, who were both born in 
Aruba in the year 1827. After his general educa- 
tion, "“Acho", as he was affectionately known, 
set course at the age of 18 fo the University of 
Maryland in the American city of Baltimore. A 
few years later he returned as an accomplished 
physician, the first Aruban to hold this title. 
Doctor Acho was a highly respected physician, 
who traveled around the Island with a horse and 
cart (kietrien) to visit the sick. He was known as 
a sympathetic man with a young heart. Some- 
one who had a personal relationship with his 
patients and who carried out his profession with 
great enthusiasm. His patient file consisted of 
the few thousand inhabitants that Aruba had 
at the time (eight thousand souls according to 
an estimate from 1910). They were predomi- 
nantly farm laborers with little financial means. 
Often the doctor was paid naturally, either with 
beans, peanuts or other agricultural crops. His 
horse was not passed over. Especially for this 
animal, the households always kept a little bit 
of hay aside. 

Doctor Oduber was a doctor at a time that 
seems almost primitive today. There was no 
electricity or running water on the island. No 
ohone. No motorized transport. And medical 
science was also still in its infancy. Many people 
died of infections. Viruses or childhood diseases 
had never been heard of. Nor penicillin, blood 
transfusions or X-rays. The concept of bacteria 





was well known, but was still far from being un- 
derstood, let alone that therapy and preven- 
tion were aimed at it. All in all, there was not 
much a doctor could do other than bloodlet- 
ting and warming limbs. 

In addition, Dr. Oduber was faced with another 
problem in Aruba, namely the lack of a hospi- 
tal. That is why patients sometimes slept with 
him; free. In his house on the Wilhelminastraat 
he had set up a few rooms especially for this. 
Here, incidentally, the doctor also performed alll 
other activities that belong to a hospital, includ- 
ing operations. Amputations, for example. In 
the absence of opium or any other anesthetic, 
patients were first fed drunk with rum. In fact, 
you could say that the doctor's house at Wil- 
helminastraat was Aruba’s first hospital. 

Doctor Acho was married twice. First with Anto- 
nia Penso, later with Mariana Betanco. He had 
four sons and a daughter, namely Francisco 
(1884) Geodon 1672) Onaningin| 137 a) FE olr 
dor (1899) and Horacio (1905). Two of his sons, 
Francisco (Fanchi) and Jacobo (Cobito), both 
became doctors in adulthood. Fanchi married 
Constanza van der Biest in Venezuela in 1915 
and continued to live and work in that country 
for a long time, because there was not enough 
work in Aruba at the time. If was not until 1944 
that he came to Aruba with his family, when 
the expansion of the Lago had caused a pop- 
ulation increase and there was a demand for 
more doctors. 

The second son, Jacobo (Cobito), also chose 
his father's profession. And he also had to move 
to a different environment for work. He married 
Albertina de Veer and started his career in Cu- 
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racao, which island he left when the demand 


for doctors in Aruba increased. Doctors Cobito 
and Fanchi both enjoyed good reputations, as 
did their old man. 

When Aruba’s first real hospital was construct- 
ed in 1976, the Executive Council organized a 
competition around the naming. Among the 
138 entries were suggestions such as Mamona 
Hospital, Aruba Hospital, Dr. De la Fuente Hos- 
pital, Hospital Betico Croes and Hospital Gen- 
eral di Aruba. Although the Dr. Horacio Odu- 
berstraat already existed, younger generations 
were not familiar with the pioneer of Aruban 
healthcare. By then he had already died for 
over forty years. 

Horacio's family was delighted with the final 
choice of the Executive Council. For instance, 
the youngest son, also called Horacio, wrote 
an English-language letter fo committee mem- 
ber Alida (Dachi) Lampe in 1976 and thank 
every one of them for their thoughtfulness in 
remembering his father and consistently honor 
his name. “On my last visit to Aruba | saw the 
construction of the hospital in process and 
somehow | had an inner-feeling that my father 
would have rejoiced the project had he lived 
to see his beloved Aruba with such a hospital. | 
remember as a small boy that he used to lodge 
the operated persons without means in the 
rooms we had in our yard. Since the committee 
is Composed of young people | wonder who 
could have brought up the bright idea of re- 
membering my father. Again, thank you all.”J 


Source: Aruba Heritage 
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U.S. pizza sales, booming in pandemic, start to slow 


By DEE-ANN DURBIN 

AP Business Writer 

ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) — 
After a pandemic-fueled 
boom, U.S. pizza sales ap- 
pear fo be headed back 
to earth. 

Domino's and Papa John’s 
pizza chains both § said 
Thursday that their same- 
store sales lost steam in the 
fourth quarter compared 
to the huge increases they 
saw earlier in 2020. Same- 
store sales are expected 
to continue seeing per- 
centage declines well into 
this year. Pizza _ delivery 
remains popular, but din- 
ers’ choices are expand- 
ing, with more restaurants 
now offering delivery. In a 
survey of 3,500 U.S. restau- 
rant operators last fall, the 
National Restaurant Asso- 
ciation found that 27% had 
added delivery from a third 
party like DoorDash, while 
17% had added in-house 
delivery. Pizza could also 
be pressured as the pan- 
demic eases and dining 
rooms reopen. “We aren't 
sure exactly what the new 
normal will look like,” Dom- 
ino’s CEO Ritch Allison said 
Thursday during a confer- 
ence call with analysts. 
Louisville, Kentucky-based 
Papa John's said its North 
American same-store sales 
__orsales at stores open at 
least a year __ rose 13.5% in 
the fourth quarter after sky- 





This July 15, 2019, file photo shows a small Domino’s pizza made in a Domino's Pizza shop in 


downtown Pittsburgh. 


rocketing more than 20% in 
both the second and third 
quarters. For all of 2020, 
Papa John’s same-store 
sales jumped 17.6% in North 
America. But they’re only 
expected to be up 2% this 
year, according to analysts 
surveyed by FactSet. 

Ann Arbor-based Domino's 
said its same-store sales 
were up 11% in the Octo- 
ber-December period. That 
was short of Wall Street’s 
forecasts, and below the 
17.5% growth the company 


saw in the third quarter and 
the 16% growth it saw in the 
second quarter. 

For the full year, Domino’s 
U.S. same-store sales were 
Up 11.5%, well ahead of 
the 3.2% growth they saw in 
2019. But this year, analysts 
expect they will rise just 1% 
as sales tumble from their 
pandemic highs. 

Domino's shares dropped 
8% to $334.32 in midday 


trading Thursday. Papa 
John’s shares fell 16% to 
$86.10. 


Associated Press 


Allison said the lack of fed- 
eral stimulus checks im- 
pacted demand in the 
fourth quarter, and the 
resurgent virus hurt car- 
ryout orders. But he also 
acknowledged that many 
independent _ restaurants, 
which weren't emphasizing 
delivery before the pan- 
demic, are now stronger 
competitors. 

“They jumped with both 
feet into delivery to stay 
alive,” Allison said in a con- 
ference call with investors. 


Pizza delivery is also fac- 
ing a challenge from big 
chains. McDonald’s says 
its U.S. delivery demand 
doubled in 2020. Taco Bell 
also saw higher delivery 
sales last year. Uber Eats, 
one of the largest third- 
party delivery brands in the 
U.S., said its active restau- 
rant partners grew by 75% 
in the fourth quarter com- 
oared to the same period a 
year ago. Pizza companies 
aren't the only brands fac- 
ing slowdowns from pan- 
demic highs. Electronics 
chain Best Buy said Thurs- 
day it laid off 5,000 workers 
full-time workers this month 
as if anticioates cooling 
consumer demand. 

Allison said Domino’s will 
focus On growing carryout 
orders this year. They had 
been strong before the 
pandemic but slowed dur- 
ing lockdowns. 

Domino’s, which uses. its 
own drivers, also hopes to 
beat third parties like Door- 
Dash by charging less for 
delivery and opening more 
outlets, so orders come to 
customers more quickly. 
With the economy still rat- 
tled, customers are looking 
for value, Allison said. 
“When you think about 
what it costs to have food 
delivered to feed a fam- 
ily of four, we really like our 
positioning in that space,” 
he said.) 





Digital exchange Coinbase takes a step toward going public 


By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 

AP Business Writer 
Coinbase has filed papers 
with U.S. regulators to be- 
come a publicly traded 
company as digital curren- 
cies continue to march to- 
ward mainstream accep- 
tance. 

The digital currency ex- 
change is seeking a direct 
listing, which would allow 
company insiders and ear- 
ly investors to convert their 
stakes in Coinbase_ into 
oublicly traded stock. 

In a Thursday filing with the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Coinbase also 
revealed how interest in 
digital currency is gaining 
steam on the exchange. 
Revenue more than dovu- 
bled to $1.14 billion in 2020 


and the company swung 
to a profit of $322.3 million 
after losing tens of millions 
the previous year. 
Coinbase is taking the step 
toward becoming public 
at at time when chatter 
about cryptocurrencies is 
everywhere, even at the 
U.S. Federal Reserve. 

Tesla this month said that 
it was buying $1.5 billion 
in Bitcoin as part of a new 
investment strategy, and 
that it would soon be ac- 
cepting Bitcoin as payment 
for its electric cars. 

Also this month, BNY Mellon, 
the oldest bank in the U.S., 
said it would include digital 
currencies in the services it 
provides to clients. Master- 
card said it would start sup- 
porting “select crypto cur- 


rencies” on its network. And 
Blue Ridge Bank of Char- 
lottesville, Virginia, said it 
would allow cardholders to 
purchase and redeem Bit- 
coin at 19 of its ATMs. 

But volatility §=currently 
makes the use of digital 
currency for the exchange 
for goods and services un- 
tenable. 

This month, the price of a 
single Bitcoin exceeded 
$50,000 for the first time. 
It’s value is up 450% over 
the past year, down 8% this 
week, and up 4% Thursday. 
An early digital currency 
adopter, billionaire Cha- 
math Palihapitiya, tweeted 
this month that he bought 
an empty lot in Lake Tahoe 
using $1.6 million in Bitcoin 
in 2014. He converted that 





In this Dec. 8, 2017, file photo, a man uses a Bitcoin ATM in Hong 
Kong. 


pricetag to the equivalent 
of what he would have 
paid in February, or what 
he would have In his pock- 
et if he had just held on to 
his Bitcoin: $27.5 million. 


Associated Press 


Coinbase Global Inc. Is 
looking to list on the Nas- 
dag under the ticker sym- 
bol “COIN.” It won't raise 
any proceeds from the 
listing.L) 
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Bats, birds among wildlife pummeled during Southern freeze 
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A Mexican Free-tailed bat barely hangs on under the bridge at Waugh Drive in Buffalo Bayou Park after being impacted by the 
winter storm Monday, Feb. 22, 2021, in Houston. 


By JOHN FLESHER and JA- 
MIE STENGLE 

Associated Press 

DALLAS (AP) — As many 
people in the southern U.S. 
hosted neighbors who had 
no heat or water during 
the vicious February storm 
and deep freeze, Kate Ru- 
groden provided a refuge 
for shell-shocked bats. 
Starving and disoriented, 
the winged mammals tum- 
bled to the snow-coated 
ground as temperatures 
plunged fo levels rarely 
seen in the region. 

“They burned through their 
energy reserves as they 
tied to wake up and get 
away from the cold and 
ice,” said Rugroden, of Ar- 
lington, Texas, one of nu- 
merous rehabilitation spe- 
cialists nursing stranded 
bats plucked up by sympa- 
thetic people. “And there 
aren't any insects out there 
for them to eat yet.” 

Bats are among numer- 
ous wildlife believed fo 
have taken a beating in 
the South, a region unac- 
customed to such a severe 
and prolonged cold snap. 
Many species migrate 
there for winter precisely 
because of ifs normally 
mild weather. 

It might take weeks or 
months to determine the 


extent of the harm, but 
anecdotal evidence Is al- 
ready turning up — includ- 
ing dead robins on yards 
and sidewalks. 

Alligators in Oklahoma's 
Red Slough Wildlife Man- 
agement Area were pho- 
tographed with — snouts 
protruding from frozen wa- 
terways — a survival ma- 
neuver enabling them to 
breathe while their bodies 
go dormant fo conserve 
energy. 

Fish kills were feared in Ar- 
kansas and Louisiana. The 
Texas Parks and Wildlife De- 
partment said it expected 
casualties among exotic 
deer and antelope. Across 
the Gulf of Mexico coast 
as far east as Florida, natu- 
ralists worried about mon- 
arch butterflies and the 
milkweed plants essential 
to their survival as they pre- 
pare to migrate northward. 
“Animals can resoond to 
events like this by moving 
elsewhere, but if it’s be- 
yond your flight range or 
your walking range you 
have to hunker down,” said 
Perry Barboza, a wildlife bi- 
ologist at Texas A&M Uni- 
versity. “Some animals like 
small birds can do it just a 
night or two. The duration 
becomes the killer.” 

Sea turtles stunned by frigid 


Gulf coastal waters were 
still being cared for at fa- 
cilities this week. More than 
10,4600 had been found 
and officials were tabulat- 
ing how many died, said 
Donna Shaver, Texas co- 
ordinator for the Sea Turtle 
Stranding and Salvage 
Network. 

Sea Turtle Inc. took in so 
many that it used the South 
Padre Island Convention 
Center to accommodate 
the overflow, executive di- 
rector Wendy Knight said. 
“Our hospital is now com- 
pletely filled to the gills,” 
Knight said. 

Fish kills along the Texas 
coast were expected for 
recreational favorites such 
as spotted sea trout and 
red drum. In Louisiana, of- 
ficials said it could take a 
week for dead fish to wash 
ashore. 

The Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission warned 
anglers to expect die-offs 
of threadfin shad, a prima- 
ry food source for lake spe- 
cies such as bass, walleye 
and crappie. 

While extreme weather 
is particularly dangerous 
for imperiled species, the 
whooping crane — listed 
by the federal government 
as endangered — ap- 
pears to have weathered 


Associated Press 


the storm, said Joe Saenz, 
manager of the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge in 
Texas. 

About 500 of the majestic 
birds soend winters at the 
refuge before returning to 
Canadian nesting grounds. 
During the cold spell, some 
were spotted feasting on 
dead fish floating on the 
Gulf waters. 

Biologists are concerned 
about monarch butterflies, 
Which the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service in Decem- 
ber designated as a can- 
didate for endangered or 
threatened status because 
of a sharp decline in recent 
decades. 

The biggest monarch pop- 
ulation winters in Mexican 
mountains and begins its 
northward trek in March. 
Had the cold spell hap- 
opened a few weeks later, 
the orange-and-black but- 
terflies could have been 
devastated, said Ray Mo- 
ranz, an Oklahoma-based 
scientist. 

They still might not escape 
unscathed. Some typi- 
cally soend winters along 
the Gulf coast, where their 
odds during the deep 
freeze were poor, said Mo- 
ranz, of the Xerces Society 
for Invertebrate Conserva- 
tion. 


ie 1 BYANA 





Another potential danger 
is to milkweed, which pro- 
vides spots for female mon- 
archs to lay eggs and food 
for their larvae. 

If the plants’ growth across 
the South Is stunted, more 
young would not survive. 
That situation underscores 
a hazard for wildlife across 
the region: Even those that 
made it through the freeze 
might see damaged habi- 
tat and less food. 

In South Texas, bur clover, 
a winter weed crucial for 
deer in spring, was showing 
freeze burn. 

Long-term, the biggest 
concerns are for birds and 
bats, both of which had 
absorbed heavy blows 
even before the storm. 
Breeding bird populations 
in the U.S. and Canada 
have plummeted nearly 
30 percent in the past 50 
years — primarily because 
of habitat loss. Spring pop- 
ulation counts will offer the 
first indication of how many 
succumbed to the cold, 
said Barboza of Texas A&M. 
Migratory birds don’t both- 
er fattening up for winter 
because food in the South 
is plentiful, he said. 

During the storm, many 
probably burned through 
their meager energy re- 
serves and died of exhaus- 
tion. About 20 dead brown 
pelicans were found on 
Texas’ Chester Island. 

“You worry about food 
sources covered in snow 
— seeds and berries — and 
a decrease in insect life,” 
said Ben Jones, executive 
director of the Texas Con- 
servation Alliance, who 
found five dead birds in his 
yard last weekend. 

Robins, bluebirds, hermit 
thrushes and gray cat- 
birds were among hard-hit 
types, he said. 

Frozen songbirds also were 
spotted on streets in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, where temper- 
atures plunged to minus-13 
degrees last week. 

Bats have their own chal- 
lenges, including a fungal 
disease called white-nose 
syndrome that has killed 
millions. 

To those struggling to save 
them, every bat Is precious. 
They eat huge numbers of 
insects that consume farm 
crops and carry diseases.|_} 
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AT&T spinning off DirecTV after losing millions of customers 


By TALI ARBEL 

AP Technology Writer 

AT&T is spinning off its Di- 
recIV into a new com- 
pany for a fraction of the 
$48.5 billion it paid for the 
satellite TV service in 2015. 
DirecTV has lost millions 
of customers on AT&I's 
watch, and Is valued in the 
deal at just $16.25 billion, 
including debt.Private eq- 
ity firm TPG will own 30% 
of the business, while AT&T 
holds the rest. The telecom 
company will receive $7.8 
billion in cash, including 
$1.8 billion from TPG and 
and $5.8 billion from the 
new DirecTV firm, which Is 
borrowing that sum. The 
new DireclIV will also take 
on $200 million in debt from 
AT&T. 

AT&I launched its stream- 
Ing service HBO Max last 
year and has focused on 
building that business. It 
also owns TV networks like 
CNN and TBS along with 
the Warner Bros. movie stu- 
dio in addition to its huge 
wireless and internet busi- 
ness. 

AT&I said the deal will 
strengthen its balance 
sheet and let it focus on 
the expensive task of Up- 
grading Its wireless network 
with next-generation 5G 
technology. That update 
requires expensive invest- 
ments in radio spectrum 
— it just soent $23.4 billion 
for bandwidth in the latest 
U.S. government auction 
— and AT&l also plans to 
plow more resources into 
fiber-optic internet infra- 
structure and HBO Max. 
AT&I will use the deal pro- 
ceeds to pay down debt. 
The new DirecTV compa- 
ny will include AT&T TV, a 
streaming version of cable 
TV, and U-verse, AT&I’s 
older cable service. AT&T 
will retain its Latin Ameri- 
ca DirecTV business. AT&T 
said it expects “few to no 
changes” for subscribers. 
The deal is expected to 
close in the second half of 
the yeor. 

“It’s fair to say that some 
aspects of the (DirecTV) 
transaction have not 
played out as we had 
olanned, such as pay TV 
households in the U.S. de- 
clining at a faster pace 
across the industry than 





This file combo made from file photos shows the AT&T logo 
on the side of a corporate office in Springfield, Ill., left, and a 
DirecTV satellite dish atop a home in Los Angeles. 


anticipated,” AT&T wrote. 

U.S. and Canadian sub- 
scribers to cable or satellite 
television services dropped 
by 27 million between 2010 
and 2020, and fell by 6 mil- 
lion in 2020 alone, said DigI- 


Conceptis SudoKu 


Associated Press 


tal TV Research. A burst of 
new streaming — services 
have recently emerged to 
compete with Netflix, in- 
cluding HBO Max, Disney+ 
and NBCuUniversal’s Pea- 
cock. AT&T's video business 


By Dave Green 
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has lost 6.7 million Custom- 
ers over the past two years, 
and claimed 17.2 million 
subscribers at the end of 
2020.) 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17kWk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Week 11/1419 (13k); and, 
Weeks 13-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle (Noord) Tel. 586 4606 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 
527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 
i 587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


entre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Dear Sir or Madam: Paul McCartney memoir due out in November 


By HILLEL ITALIE 

AP National Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Paul Mc- 
Cartney is finally ready to 
write his memoirs, and will 


Use music — and a Pulit- 
zer Prize-winning poet — to 
helo guide him. 


“The Lyrics: 1956 to the Pres- 
ent” will be released Nov. 
2, according to a joint an- 
nouncement Wednesday 
from the British publisher Al- 
len Lane and from Liveright 
in the United States. 
McCartney, 78, will trace his 
life through 154 songs, from 
his teens and early partner- 
shio with fellow Beatle John 
Lennon to his solo work 
over the past half century. 
Irish poet Paul Muldoon is 
editing and will contribute 
an introduction. 

“More offen than | can 
count, I've been asked if | 
would write an autobiogra- 
ohy, but the time has never 
been right,” McCartney 
said in a statement. 

“The one thing I’ve always 
managed to do, whether 
at home or on the road, Is 
to write new songs. | know 
that some people, when 
they get to a certain age, 
like to go to a diary to recall 
day-to-day events from the 
past, but | have no such 
notebooks. What! do have 
are my songs, hundreds of 


F 





Paul McCartney appears during his One on One Tour in Tinley Park, Ill., on July 26, 2017, left, and 
poet Paul Muldoon appears at the 2019 PEN America Literary Gala in New York on May 21, 2019. 


them, which l’ve learned 
serve much the same pur- 
pose. And these songs 
soan my entire life.” 

Financial terms for “The Lyr- 
ics,” which has a list price 
of $100, were not disclosed. 
Publishers have long sought 
a McCartney memotr, even 
though he has spoken of- 
ten about the past and 
has participated in such 
projects as Barry Miles’ bi- 
ography “Paul McCartney: 
Many Years From Now,” 


and the 1990s documen- 
tary and book “The Beatles 
Anthology.” The Rolling 
Stones’ Keith Richards has 
been equally open about 
himself, but his 2010 mem- 
oir “Life” still sold millions of 
copies. 

No Beatle has written a 
standard, full-fledged ac- 
count of his life. Lennon 
oublished two works of sto- 
ries, poems and drawings 
and was considered the 
most giffed with words, but 


Associated Press 


he was murdered in 1980, 
at age 40. Ringo Starr's 
“Another Day In the Life” Is 
centered on photographs 
and quotes, because, the 
drummer has said, a tra- 
ditional memoir would re- 
quire multipole volumes. 
George Harrison, who died 
of cancer in 2001, issued 
the scrapbook/retrospec- 
tive “Il, Me, Mine” in 1980. 

According to McCartney's 
oublishers, his songs will be 
arranged = alphabetically, 


and will include McCart- 
ney's comments on when 
and where they were writ- 
ten and what inspired 
them. The U.S. edition of 
the book will be broken into 
two volumes, contained 
within a single box. “Pre- 
sented with this is a treasure 
trove of material from Mc- 
Cartney’s personal archive 
— drafts, letters, photo- 
graphs — never seen be- 
fore, which make this also a 
Unique visual record of one 
of the greatest songwriters 
of all time,” according to 
Wednesday's announce- 
ment. McCartney has often 
received more acclaim for 
his melodies than for his lyr- 
ics, but he has written some 
of the most quoted songs 
in recent history, includ- 
ing “Let It Be,” “Hey Jude” 
and “Eleanor Rigby.” Mul- 
doon said in a statement 
that their conversations in 
recent years “confirm a no- 
tion at which we had but 
guessed — that Paul Mc- 
Cartney is a major literary 
figure who draws upon, 
and extends, the long tra- 
dition of poetry in English.” 
Muldoon is known for such 
poetry collections as “Moy 
Sand and Gravel” and 
“Horse Latitudes,” and 
also has a background in 
music.) 





Rarely seen Van Gogh painting exhibited ahead of auction 
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Sotheby’s personnel display « Scene de rue a Montmartre » 
(Street scene in Montmartre), a painting by Dutch master 
Vincent van Gogh at Sotheby's auction house in Paris, Thursday, 


Feb. 25, 202. 


By SYLVIE CORBET and 
OLEG CETINIC 

Associated Press 

PARIS (AP) — A rare paint- 
ing by Dutch impressionist 
master Vincent van Gogh 
of a street scene in the 


Associated Press 


Parisian neighborhood of 
Montmartre will be pub- 
licly discolayed for the first 
time before its auction next 
month. 

Sotheby's auction house 
said the work, painted in 


1887, has remained in the 
same family collection for 
more than 100 years — out 
of the public eye. 

It will be exhibited next 
month in Amsterdam, Hong 
Kong and Paris ahead of 
an auction scheduled on 
March 25 in the French 
capital. 

“It’s an important painting 
in the oeuvre of Vincent 
van Gogh because If dates 
from the period in which 
he’s living in Paris with his 
brother, Theo,” Etienne 
Hellman, senior director of 
Impressionist and Modern 
Art at Sotheby’s, told the 
Associated Press. 

Van Gogh moved to Paris 
in 1886 and lived in Mont- 
martre. He left the capital 
in 1888 for southern France, 
where he _ lived until his 
death in 1890. 

“Before this, his paintings 


are much darker... In Paris 
he discovers color,” Hell- 
man said. “Color blows up 
into the painting.” 

“Street Scene in Mont- 
martre” depicts a windmill 
named the Pepper Mill, 
seen from the street under 
a bright sky, with a man, 
a women and a little girl 
walking in front of wooden 
palisades that surrounded 
the place. 

Sotheby's said the painting 
has been published in sev- 
en catalogues before but 
has never been exhibited. 
Claudia Mercier, auction- 
eer of Mirabaud Mercier 
house, said “it is also an im- 
portant painting because 
there are very, very few of 
them remaining in private 
hands... especially from 
that period, most are in mu- 
seuMS Now.” 


Sotheby's has estimated 


the painting's value be- 
tween 5 and 8 million eu- 
ros (between $6.1 and $9.8 
million). If which did not 
reveal the identity of the 
owner. 

It will be on display in Am- 
sterdam on March_ 1-3, 
Hong-King on March 9-12 
and Paris on March 16-23. 
The Pepper Mill was de- 
stroyed during the con- 
struction of an avenue in 
1911, but two similar wind- 
mills are still present today 
on the Montmartre hill.) 
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By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

The PGA Tour without Ti- 
ger Woods was always in- 
evitable purely because of 
age. His shattered right leg 
from his SUV flipping down 
a hill on a sweeping road 
through coastal Los Ange- 
les suburbs only brings that 
closer. 

Golf wasn’t ready Wednes- 
day fo contemplate the 
future of its biggest star af- 
ter the 10th and most com- 
plicated surgery on the 
45-year-old Woods. There 
was more relief that he was 
alive. 

“Listen, when Tiger wants 
to talk about golf, we'll talk 
about golf,” Commissioner 
Jay Monahan said at the 
World Golf Championship 
in Florida. “When you're go- 
ing to overcome what he 
needs to overcome, | think 
the love of all of our players 
and everybody out here, 
it's going to come forward 
in a big way and across the 
entire sporting world. 

“| think he’ll feel that en- 
ergy and | think that’s what 
we should all focus on.” 
Woods made it clear what 
he faces with an update 
posted early Wednesday 
to social media by his team 
that outlined the “long sur- 
gical procedure” at Har- 
bor-UCLA Medical Center. 
Anish Mahajan, the chief 
medical officer, said 
Woods shattered tibia and 
fibula bones on his right leg 
in multiple locations. Those 
were stabilized by a rod in 
the tibia. He said a combi- 
nation of screws and pins 
were used fo stabilize ad- 
ditional injuries in the ankle 
and foot. 

Four previous surgeries 
to repair ligaments were 
done on the left knee. This 
is the first major trauma to 
the right leg. Woods has 
had five surgeries on his 
lower back In the last seven 
years. The most recent was 
in December, a microdis- 
cectomy to remove a pres- 
surized disk that was pinch- 
ing a nerve. 

“| would say, unfortunately, 
it's very, very unlikely that 
he returns to be a profes- 
sional golfer after these 
injuries,” said Dr. Michael 
Gardner, chief of ortho- 
pedic trauma at Stanford 
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in this Dec. 19, 2020, file photo. 


Medical Center. “His age, 
his multiple back issues, this 
is going to be a very long 
road ahead if he chooses 
to attempt to return to his 
previous level of golfing.” 
Can golf do without the 
player singularly respon- 
sible for its growth? 

His watershed victory in the 
1997 Masters sent media in- 
terest in golf soaring. More 
than just the first player of 
Black heritage in a green 
jacket, he won at a more 
prolific rate than anyone in 
history. The timing was im- 
peccable, for the PGA Tour 
negotiated a_ television 
contract that made prize 
money spike. 

Woods won his first tour- 
nament as a 20-year-old 
in the 1996 Las Vegas In- 
vitational, where the total 
purse was $1.65 million. At 
the World Golf Champion- 
shio this week, first place 
alone is worth $1.82 million. 


Woods made everyone 
rich. 
What now? 


The PGA Tour has been 
down this road before. 
Ten years ago, when Woods 


was still smarting from the 
sordid revelations of serial 
adultery and missed three 
months with more injuries, 
the PGA Tour negotiated 
a nine-year television deal 
with increased rights fees. 
There was no assurance 
Woods could get back to 
the top of his game. 
Woods was playing a small 
schedule even when he 
was younger and healthier. 
He has never played more 
than 21 times in a year on 
the PGA Tour, which stages 
events in 46 weeks this sea- 
son. He also tends to return 
to the same courses. But 
when he plays, and there 
isn't a pandemic, no one 
needs to study TV ratings to 
measure his impact. Fans 
often stand six and seven 
rows deep behind tees and 
greens to get da look. No 
other player attracts that 
kind of attention. The top 
10 in the world combined 
don’t do that. 

Woods doesn't move the 
needle. Woods is the nee- 
dle. 

“It’s always great when he 
plays at a tournament or is 
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out here because it gives 
that tournament an extra 
dimension that it usually 
doesn't,” four-time major 
champion Rory’ Mcllroy 
said. “We were all sort of 
heading towards that day 
that Tiger wasn't going to 
be a part of the game.” 
Woods had only one top- 
10 finish last year, and that 
was before the pandemic. 
Even after golf returned, he 
waited an additional month 
to get started. He played 
only seven Times since July 
and never cracked the 
top 35. He remains one vic- 
tory short of his 83rd victory, 
which would set gd PGA Tour 
record, the one most rea- 
sonable for him to break. 
That was before the crash. 
Mcllroy already has seen 
one comeback. He often 
talks about having lunch 
one day with Woods in 
Florida, right after Woods’ 
fourth back surgery to fuse 
his lower spine. He saw the 
pain. And two years later, 
he saw Woods win the Mas- 
ters for a fifth time, his 15th 
major. 

“| don’t want to take any- 
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Tiger Woods watches his tee shot on the first hole during the first round of the PNC Championship golf tournament in Orlando, Fla., 





Associated Press 


thing away from what Ben 
Hogan did after his car 
crash or any of the other 
comebacks that athletes 
have had in other sports, 
but right now | can’t think of 
any greater comeback in 
sports than the journey that 
he made from that lunch 
we had in 2017 to winning 
the Masters a couple years 
later,” Mcllroy said. 

Hogan threw himself in 
front of his wife right be- 
fore they were struck by a 
Greyhound bus in 1949. He 
broke his pelvis, collarbone 
and left ankle, chipped 
a rib and had blood clots 
that left him with circulation 
problems the rest of his life. 
Hogan was 36 at the time. 
What the future holds for 
Woods and for the tour Is 
not anything players were 
ready to embrace. 

“At this stage, | think every- 
one should just be grateful 
that he’s here, that he’s 
alive, that his kids haven't 
lost their dad,” Mcllroy said. 
“That's the most important 
thing. Golf is so far from the 
equation right now, it’s not 
even on the map.” 


AISISPORTS 
FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2021 


Hamlin slaps down speculation over JGR’s youth movement 


By JENNA FRYER 

AP Auto Racing Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Denny Hamlin is NASCAR's 
current points leader and 
locked in at Joe Gibbs Rac- 
ing with a contract exten- 
sion inked at the start of his 
17th season with the orga- 
nization. 

So when an analyst sug- 
gested Hamlin and the JGR 
veterans should be worried 
about their job security, 
well, Hamlin took that per- 
sonally. 

Hamlin slapped down a 
segment that dissected last 
weekend's wins by JGR 
drivers Ty Gibbs and Chris- 
topher Bell. Gibbs won the 
Xfinity Series race in his first 
career NASCAR national 
series start, then Bell scored 
his first Cup Series victory in 
his second start driving for 
JGR. 

“If I’m a veteran driver in 
the Gibbs organization, I’m 
looking over my shoulder 
and in the rearview mirror 
because I’m watching my 
replacement out there win 
race, win races at the Xfin- 
ity level, win races at the 
Cup level,” said Kyle Petty, 
an analyst and former driv- 
er. 

Hamlin initially resoonded 
on Twitter then further ex- 
plained his annoyance in a 
Wednesday media session. 
“I’m not sure who | can 
equate it to in another 
sports world, but essentially 
someone else that’s at the 
top of their game, and (an- 





Ricky Stenhouse Jr., left, and Denny Hamlin talks on pit road before the first of two qualifying 
NASCAR auto races for the Daytona 500 at Daytona International Speedway, Thursday, Feb. 11, 
2021, in Daytona Beach, Fla. 


alysts are) like, ‘Oh, this guy 
scored 30 off the bench, 
he’s coming for your start- 
ing position,’ OK?” Hamlin 
said. 

It's worth noting that Ham- 
lin and Petty have had a 
tense relationship since 
2007 when Hamlin, in his 
second Cup season, ran 
into the back of Petty’s 
lapped car at Dover. An 
irate Petty leaned into 
Hamlin’s car and slapped 
down Hamlin’s helmet visor 
after chastising the young 
driver. The two have been 
cordial, at best, since. 

It is not Unusual for inter- 
est to skyrocket in young 
drivers following a strong 


on-track showing. And it is 
particularly common when 
it comes to JGR; Toyota 
has a deep driver develop- 
ment system but has only 
five seats in the Cup Series 
to graduate its talent. 

Four of those seats are held 
by Joe Gibbs Racing. Ham- 
lin, a three-time Daytona 
500 winner, and former Cup 
champion Martin Truex Jr. 
both signed extensions for 
the season-opening race. 
Two-time Cup champion 
Kyle Busch signed his latest 
contract in 2019. 

Bell, who is 26, is a longtime 
Toyota-backed driver who 
got a Gibbs seat in his sec- 
ond season of Cup racing. 


Associated Press 


The Toyota pipeline is deep 
and JGR has a full crop 
of young talent in the the 
Xfinity Series with 24-year- 
old Brandon Jones and 
Harrison Burton, who is 20. 
Ty Gibbs, the 18-year-old 
grandson of the team own- 
er, has entered the picture 
with his surprise Saturday 
win on Daytona’s road 
Course. 

JGR has never had enough 
seats to accommodate all 
the Toyota drivers so the fu- 
ture of the youngsters is a 
popular ongoing debate. 
Hamlin took exception, 
though, to industry insiders 
suggesting proven. veter- 
ans should be concerned 
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about their jobs. 

“| can understand it com- 
ing from fans because 
they're not prefaced to in- 
formation that analysts or 
media are,” he said. “So 
my thing was just like ‘Have 
you watched one race in 
the last two years¢ Have 
you seen any articles about 
re-signing?’ It just dumb- 
founds me.” 

Brad Keselowski also bris- 
tled at the segment. The 
14-year veteran and former 
Cup champion is in a one- 
year contract with Team 
Penske and waging a fight 
to prove talent trumps alll 
other qualities. Because 
Keselowski is paid at the 
high end of the driver sala- 
ry market, he knows he can 
be replaced by an unprov- 
en youngster for a fraction 
of Keselowski's paycheck. 
“This is all so crazy,” Kesel- 
owski resoonded to Ham- 
lin on Twitter. “Are you 
younger and can we pay 
you less¢ Do you have any 
followers on social media? 
Yes? We like you! There are 
tons of great young driv- 
ers, but the hype train Is in- 
sane.” 

Hamlin’s rebuke began on 
social media, which has 
once again become his 
sounding board. He was 
one of the first NASCAR driv- 
ers to use Twitter to engage 
with fans and fellow drivers, 
but NASCAR fined him in 
2010 for criticizing the series 
and Hamlin scaled back his 
online presence. 
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Phoenix Suns guard Devin Booker (1) drives past Charlotte 
Hornets guard Terry Rozier (3) during the second half of an NBA 
basketball game, Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021, in Phoenix. 


PHOENIX (AP) — Phoenix 
Suns guard Devin Booker 
was selected Wednesday 
to replace injured Los An- 
geles Lakers forward An- 


Associated Press 


thony Davis in the NBA AIll- 
Star Game. 

NBA Commissioner Adam 
Silver choose Booker to 
take Davis’ soot a day after 





Suns’ Booker replaces Lakers’ Davis in 
NBA All-Star Game 


Booker was snubbed by the 
league's head coaches for 
a reserve spot in the March 
7 game in Atlanta. 

Booker received a big ova- 
tion from the home crowd 
Wednesday night when 
the sixth-year guard was 
announced as a two-time 
All-Star during the _ start- 
ing lineup introductions. 
Coach Monty Williams said 
pregame that the honor 
was well deserved. 

“The situation at the time 
was d bit weird for us when 
Devin didn’t get the call, 
but we're grateful for what 
has transpired over the last 


few hours and we're just 
happy for Book,” Williams 
said. After Booker was 
snubbed Tuesday night, 
there was a chorus of dis- 
belief from some of the 
league’s top players, in- 
cluding LeBron James. 
“Devin Booker is the most 
disresoected player in our 
league!!! Simple as that,” 
the Lakers star tweeted. 
Booker said he tried to not 
to get frustrated by the ini- 
tial snub and looks forward 
to another All-Star experi- 
ence. “| focus on my fam- 
ily, my close ones around 
me,” Booker said. “They 


did a good job of keep- 
ing me very humble and 
down to earth. At the end 
of the day it is bigger than 
this basketball thing and 
the entertainment behind 
it and the politics behind if. 
“lam getting to the age of 
finally Understanding that.” 
Davis, voted in as a reserve, 
is sidelined by a strained 
right calf. 

Booker has received both 
of his All-Star selections as 
an Injury replacement. He's 
averaging 24.7 points, 4.3 
assists, 3.8 rebounds and 
shooting a _ career-high 
50.1% from the field.) 


